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of a moral law regarded as a divine command, and is a
revolt against the law of God " (S. 169). tc Duty is the
voice of God in the will of man, and it is a sin to omit
what is commanded and commit what is prohibited, as
it is an offence against Is'wara. The sinfulness of sin
is so deep that it cannot be exhausted by expiation"
undertaken by the finite self which has incurred the
guilt; it can only be removed by a direct act of God's
grace in His function of the Deliverer, Hari (S. 153).
But we must always remember that the real self, the
true ftva, is unstained by sin, it is only the ego produced
by maya which, deluded by the lures of the world and
the flesh, plunges into crime and is covered with its filths

It is true that >c atman (the self) is essentially free^
but it cannot escape the determinism of karma (the
results of its own acts and thoughts) and the endless-
perils of samsara (enticing it further into illusion and
sin) unless it realises its spiritual nature and attunes its
will to the will of Js'wara who is its inner ruler"
(S. 140). It is slavery to the three qualities (gunas) of
Nature which causes it to choose evil, and the soul is
freed from that slavery the moment it realises itself as
apart from Nature and essentially divine, a child of
God and heir to His glory. The finite self can be free
to make a right choice only by a moral effort to attain
self-mastery, or else it remains a slave to its own desires
and the results of its own past actions, centred wholly
on the interests of the false ego which dominates its life
(S). Each soul has to make his own spiritual effort to
break away from this false ego, and the <( end of moral